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Term 3 (10 weeks) 
Mon 15th Jul – Fri 20th Sep 

 

Thursday 3rd September 
Student Led Conferences 

 

Thursday 5th September 
Book Club 6 Orders last day 

 

Friday 6th September 
2.40pm Assembly led by 

4BO 
 

Thursday 10th September 
Student Led Conferences 

 

Friday 13th September 
2.40pm Assembly led by 

3DW 
 

Friday 20th September 
Free Dress Day: Footy 

Colours/Sporting Colours 
 

Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 7th Oct – Fri 20th Dec 

 

Friday 11th October 
Start of Term/Mercy Day 

Mass 
 

Friday 18th October 
2.40pm Assembly led by 2JS 

 

Friday 25th October 
2.40pm Assembly led by 

1MV 
 

Friday 1st November 
2.40pm Assembly led by 

5JW 
 

Monday 4th November 
Pupil Free Day 

 

Tuesday 5th November 
Melbourne Cup Holiday 

Pupil Free Day 
 

Friday 8th November 
2.40pm Assembly led by 6ZA 

 

Friday 15th November 
2.40pm Assembly led by 2RR 

 

Wed 27th & Thurs 28th Nov 

Year 5 Camp  

In the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

Dear families, 
 

It was great to be able to gather as a school community in two different ways last week. Our 
students were very excited to welcome our fathers and special friends to school on Friday as 
we gathered for a brief get together before heading off to the classrooms for a special 
liturgy. Then on Friday evening we came together for a wild night of trivia and games! 
Our Parents & Friends committee works tirelessly throughout the year to raise funds and 
create events for our school. With a target set last year to raise enough funds for a new 
adventure playground we have also set our sights on shade sails to protect our children over 
the warmer months ahead. It is immensely satisfying to know that we have just about 
achieved our goals!  
 

When we come together for events like these, we create 
something very special in our school. Getting to know other 
parents helps to build a sense of community which is so 
important. Busy lives mean that sometimes we don’t allow 
ourselves the opportunities to reach out and form new 
friendships. Let’s hope that your involvement in activities such 
as what we have experienced this week has provided for you 
the chance to meet a new face or two. 
 

God bless, 
 

 
 
Mark Hogbin 
 

 
Trivia Night    We had an amazing evening on Friday night with many teams competing to 
bring home the honour of winning table at our huge Trivia night. The P&F committee made 
sure that everything ran smoothly, and a good time was certainly had by all. Thank you to all 
families for supporting the event and to our very generous local businesses for sponsoring 
prizes on the night. Thank you! Our Parents and Friends committee always welcomes your 
participation and involvement in our meetings and events. Please consider this as your 
invitation to become actively and constructively involved in the life of our great school. 
 
 

Footy Thanks    We offer a huge thanks to the dedicated team of parents 
and staff who supported the sausage sizzle at Mars Stadium last weekend. 
It was a true Ballarat Footy day, but the efforts of our team ensured great 
profits for our school. Well done to our hard workers – You are worth your 
weight in gold! 
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End of Term -Start of Term    Classes cease for third term on Friday 20th September at 2.20pm. 
Term four commences on Monday 7th October at 9.00am with the school gates open from 
8.15am. 
 

Religious Education News 
 

THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL- Sunday September 1st, 2024       Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B)   
Gospel: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
Some Pharisees and teachers of the Law who had come from Jerusalem gathered around Jesus. They noticed that 
some of his disciples were eating their food with hands that were ritually unclean — that is, they had not washed 
them in the way the Pharisees said people should. (For the Pharisees, as well as the rest of the Jews, follow the 
teaching they received from their ancestors: they do not eat unless they wash their hands in the proper way; nor do 
they eat anything that comes from the market unless they wash it first. And they follow many other rules which they 
have received, such as the proper way to wash cups, pots, copper bowls, and beds.) 
So the Pharisees and the teachers of the Law asked Jesus, “Why is it that your disciples do not follow the teaching 
handed down by our ancestors, but instead eat with ritually unclean hands?” 
Jesus answered them, “How right Isaiah was when he prophesied about you! You are hypocrites, just as he wrote: 
‘These people, says God, honour me with their words, 
but their heart is really far away from me. It is no use for them to worship me, because they teach human rules as 
though they were God’s laws!’ “You put aside God's command and obey human teachings.” 
Then Jesus called the crowd to him once more and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and understand, there is 
nothing that goes into a person from the outside which can make him ritually unclean. Rather it is what comes out of 
a person that makes him unclean. For from the inside, from a person’s heart, come the evil ideas which lead him to 
do immoral things, to rob, to kill, commit adultery, be greedy, and do all sorts of evil things; deceit, indecency, 
jealousy, slander, pride and folly – all these evil things come from inside a person and make him unclean.” 

 (Gospel taken from Good News Translation) 
  

Gospel reflection:  Jesus became angry with the Pharisees- he said that they were just following their traditions 
without really thinking about God. For Jesus it was very important for people to really show love for God in all their 
actions. 
 What traditions do we have for how we worship God and to show that we believe? We go to Mass on Sundays and 
on other special days, we say our prayers, we might wear a cross around our necks. These are all important, but do 
you think they are enough? 
 What do you think Jesus would say to someone who went to church every week, but who was mean to other 
people? Do you think they would be showing their love for God in their actions? 
 At our school each month, we raise money on free dress days to help people who are poor or for organisations that 
need our support.  As one of our Mercy Leaders said, “It might take a while, but we can make a difference in the 
world.”  
  

Our Challenge: How can we show love for God in both our words and our actions? (Adapted from CAFOD website) 

  
Sacrament of Confirmation: 
This week we pray for many of our Year Three Students who are receiving 
the Sacrament of Confirmation. As a part of their Religious Education 
lessons, the children have been learning about how Catholic Christians 
celebrate three sacraments of initiation into their faith (namely Baptism, 
Confirmation and First Eucharist). Confirmation (the renewing and 
confirming of their baptismal promises) is a sacrament of empowerment, 
giving recipients the strength to follow Jesus and to become involved in the 
mission of the Church. 
We wish the children involved all the best this Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday evening. 

 
Date for next Free Dress Day- Footy Colours/Sporting Colours - Friday September 20th. 
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Recent Staff Professional Learning- Our Mercy Story 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At our Staff Meeting last week, we were fortunate to have Sr Berenice Kerr speak to us about the long history of our 
school. Sr Berenice is an educator, an author and has a local wealth of knowledge regarding our Mercy story. 
Through history, storytelling and art she was able to connect us more deeply to our Mercy charism and the courage 
of those who have gone before us. She presented us with a beautiful picture of Mary, the Mother of Mercy and 
helped us to reflect on why our Mercy values are so important to us here at St Francis Xavier.  
We thank Sr Berenice for her generosity and expertise. 

         
 
 
It was wonderful to see so many Father’s and Special Friends joining us last Friday 
for our afternoon tea and liturgy. The children were very excited to join with their 
family groups; and I thank our amazing teachers for inviting and welcoming 
everyone to celebrate in their learning space. The smiles on everyone's faces said 
it all!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   Our fabulous PR Team helping out on Father's and Special Friend’s Day 

 
 

Christine Meneely, Religious Education Leader     
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Curriculum News 
 
 

 
 

Student Led Conferences Weeks 8 and 9 Term 3 2024 
Bookings are now open on PAM. 

Week 8: Tuesday 3rd September 3:30 onwards 
Week 9: Tuesday 10th September 3:30 onwards 

 
Student - Led Conferences at SFX: Your child(ren) will be showcasing their schoolwork and discussing learning goals 
with you through Student-Led Conferences this week and next week. 
During Student – Led Conferences, your child will lead the discussion with you about their school work, while 
teachers will help direct conversation and support. 
Bookings for these conferences are open on PAM now! If you haven't already done so please go in and book. 
These meetings will last for 12 minutes, with a few minutes change over for each conference. We encourage all 
families to attend. Children must attend these meetings! 
We have several goals for holding conferences using this format: 

·  For parents/carers – you will get to see rather than simply being told about your child’s progress 
·  For students – students will take more responsibility for their learning 
·  For teachers – teachers to have more meaningful and impactful conferences with you 
·  For all – maximise our time together, create ways to partner with one another to support student success. 
 

Questions to ask your child at Student - Led Conferences 
Here are some questions for you to ask your child during their Student – Led Conference. These are suggestions, so 
please look them over and pick a few that you may like to ask! 
     1. What are you most proud of? 
     2. It makes me proud to see that .... 
     3. Can you tell me more about ... 
     4. I can tell that you improved in .... 
     5. What did you find challenging this term? 
     6. Did you reach your goals? Why/Why not? 
     7. What can we do together at home to support your learning? 
  
We have deliberately formed them as Student – Led and not 3 – Way Conferences.  Highly Effective Catholic Primary 
Schools promote Student Voice. Student – Led Conferences are identified as a significant way of developing 
Student Voice. The latest research and evidence around Assessment as Learning supports this. 
If a parent/carer needs to have a conversation with the teacher not in the presence of the child in 
regards to other matters, this needs to take place at another time. Contact can be made with the 
class teacher requesting further time if needed. 

 
 
 
 

Jane Clark, Deputy Principal / Learning Enhancement    
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Wellbeing News 
 
 

Child Safe Standard 4: Families and communities are informed and involved in promoting child safety and 
wellbeing.  
 

It was amazing to see so many Dads and Special People taking part in our liturgy last Friday. I hope that you all had a 
great weekend celebrating the important men in your lives. As society adjusts, the role of fathers is also changing - my 
own Dad probably saw his role in our family at the turn of the century as essentially a ‘breadwinner’ and ‘enforcer’. 
Most of the parenting recommendations in the past were jagged towards mothers as the dominant caregivers and 
there was a lack of acknowledgment of the role men played in their children’s growth. Thankfully this has changed. 
Over the past few decades, studies have shown us that dads (and other male role models like teachers, coaches, 
church leaders, uncles, grandpas and more) matter - their positive force cannot be muted. 
 

Research also tells us that dads (and those other male role models) are stepping up and featuring as a positive and 
effective presence in their children’s growth.  
 

Attached is a link to the St Francis Xavier SchoolTV Website where there is a Special Report: 
Celebrating Father’s Day. 
 
Sending cheers your way. 

 
 

Gemma Johnson, Wellbeing Leader  
 

Sport/Physical Education News 
 
 

Division Athletics 
All of the best to the following students that have qualified and will be participating in various events at next 
Thursday's Eureka Division Athletics: Nellie Cheeseman, Miah Cooper, Pippa Dalton, Abbey Dwyer, Olivia Farrell, Jed 
Hynes, Remi James, Isla Johnson, Mitch Kane, Sam Norris, Lilly Rice, Jackson Roberts, Eliza Simpson, Amelia Sordello, 
Archer Spackman, Sofia St Louis & Alexis Toohey. 
 

Good luck to all of the students and staff that will be involved in sporting finals that continue this weekend! 
 

Term 3 Calendar: 

 Week 8 - Friday Sep 6th - Interschool Sport ALL Yr 6 @ St James 

 Week 9 - Thursday Sep 12th - Division Athletics @ Llanberris (qualifiers from BCPS Aths- Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 
 

Term 4: 

 Week 1 - Monday Oct 7th - Friday Oct 11th - Swimming Program Yr 1 & 2 

 Week 1 - Friday Oct 11th - Regional Athletics @ Llanberris (Qualifiers from Division Aths- Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 

 Week 3 - Friday Oct 25th - Golf Tournament @ Mt Xavier Golf Club (selected students from Yr 4, 5 & 6) 

 Week 4 - Wednesday Oct 30th - Eureka Division Cricket @ TBC (selected students from Yr 5/6) 

 Week 4 - Friday Nov 1st - Junior Sports Day @ Russell Square (All students from F - Yr 2) 

 Week 6 - Friday Nov 15th - Interschool Sport ALL Yr 5/6 v St Alipius 
 

SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs 
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please 
return them to Mr Down, Mr Carroll or drop into the office. 
 
Have a wonderful week. 
 
 

 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator         
 

     

 

     

 

 

 
 

 

            

https://sfxballarat.catholic.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/celebrating-fathers-day
mailto:scarroll@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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Attachments 
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Community News 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                      

 
 


