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Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 7th Oct – Fri 20th Dec 

 

Thursday 12th December 
Yr 1 Excursion 

Creative Play & Arts Centre 
& Ballarat Ninja 

 

6pm Year 6 Graduation 
 

Monday 16th December 

Year 3 Camp  
 

Tuesday 17th December 
5pm for 5.30pm start 
Community Christmas 

Carols at school  
 

Wednesday 18th December  

Last 2024 day for students  
 

Wednesday 29th January 
First 2025 day for students 

 

In the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

Dear families, 
 

We are busily enjoying the end of term activities across the school this week. Classes are 
preparing for Christmas, spending time with each other and celebrating a great year of 
learning across our school. The third Advent candle was lit at assembly today, and so we 
definitely know we are on the countdown now! 
 

Last week I was fortunate to be able to attend a special Mass at St. Alipius church with our 
Year 6 students and friends from St. Alipius, Emmaus and Damascus. It was a memorable 
event for us all. In coming together as the four Catholic schools of our parish we were 
acknowledged the 150th anniversary of our diocese. Fr. Justin reminded us that from very 
humble beginnings with tent schools and churches, our diocese has grown incredibly. Today 
across the diocese we educate children from kindergarten to university. With more than 60 
schools across an area covering 1/3 of the state we have reason to feel proud of faith 
education and parish celebration in this part of Victoria. 

Bishop Paul asked us at the start of the 150th year to give thanks for our many blessings. He 
also asked us to acknowledge our failures and to plan for a future where the Holy Spirit can 
remain present in our lives. I was reminded of this as we gathered last week. Our future 
church and community leaders where present with us and I felt proud and confident of who 
we are and what our catholic system has to offer.  
 
God bless, 

 
 
 
 

Mark Hogbin 
 
 
End of School Year Mass 
We celebrated Mass together on Friday with Fr. Justin to give thanks for a great school year and to acknowledge the 
feast of our patron, Saint Francis Xavier. Thank you to the many parents and friends of our school who came to 
celebrate with us. It was a very special event. 
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End of Term – Start of Term 
Classes cease for the 2024 school year on Wednesday 18 December at 3.15pm. Our new school year commences on 
Wednesday 29 January 2025. Happy holidays! 
 
Year 6 Graduation Ceremony 
Our Year 6 children will come together on Thursday 12 December to mark the end of their primary school years. This 
is a very special celebration and we are proud of our graduating class. We wish them well as they enter their final 
days at Saint Francis Xavier primary school. 
 
Community Carols 

Please come along and join in the fun of our Community Carols on Tuesday 17 December 
from 5pm for a 5.30pm start. We will gather on the oval and you are welcome to bring along 
a picnic rug, food etc. to enjoy a family evening together. Our Parents & Friends committee 
has organised for some food vans to be available if you would like to purchase items on the 
night. See you there! 

 

 

“Holding the Light”  
Remembering Victims and Survivors of Family Violence 
This ecumenical service offers an opportunity to remember and mourn those who have been killed as a result of 
domestic violence, to stand in solidarity with victim survivors and to reflect and commit ourselves to addressing the 
causes of violence in our communities.  
 
The service will be held on Tuesday December 10th at St Alipius Church, Ballarat East at 5.00pm.  
December 10th is the UN Human Rights Day, concluding the 16 days of Activism against gender-based violence 
campaign from November 25th (International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women). This ecumenical 
service will name the dimensions and dynamics of the serious problem of violence in our society. We will name the 
God present in and through all our efforts to create lives free from violence. We will seek to hold the light for those 
who are in dark places and for those whose lives are emerging from darkness.  Joce Bignold, CEO of McAuley 
Community Services for Women will be the guest speaker. 
All members of the community are invited to gather for this service. 
 

Religious Education News 
 

THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL- Sunday December 8th, 2024       Second Sunday of Advent (Year C) 
Gospel: Luke 3:1-6 
It was the fifteenth year of the rule of the Emperor Tiberius; Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod was ruler of 
Galilee, and his brother Philip was ruler of the territory of Iturea and Trachonitis; Lysanias was ruler of Abilene, and 
Annas and Caiaphas were High Priests. At that time the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the desert. So 
John went throughout the whole territory of the River Jordan, preaching, “Turn away from your sins and be 
baptized, and God will forgive your sins.” As it is written in the book of the prophet Isaiah: 
“Someone is shouting in the desert: 
‘Get the road ready for the Lord; 
    make a straight path for him to travel! 
Every valley must be filled up, 
    every hill and mountain levelled off. 
The winding roads must be made straight, 
    and the rough paths made smooth. 
The whole human race will see God's salvation!’”    (Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation) 
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Gospel reflection: God speaks to John while he is in the desert. John the Baptist goes round to the people and tells 
them to be prepared for the coming of Jesus. He offers to baptise them so that their sins will be forgiven. 
   
Advent is a time when we think about our actions and try to make sure that we are ready for the coming of Jesus at 
Christmas. We think about what we could do better and try to make a change to our lives. Making a change can be 
really difficult, but nothing is impossible if you set yourself a goal. 
 
Our Challenge: How will you make a difference to your own lives and to the lives of others around the world this 
week as you prepare for the coming of Jesus this Advent? 
 

 
A special thank you to our Parish Priest Fr Justin Driscoll, who celebrated our End of 
Year Mass with us last Friday.  
We began with the Foundation children walking in their Year Six buddies to the 
song “Count on Me” and ended with Year Sixes being given a special blessing, as is 
the tradition as we begin and leave St Francis Xavier. Congratulations to all the 
students who participated in our rituals, prayer and songs- their respectful and 
reverent behaviour was noted by staff and parents alike. 

 
In Fr Justin’s homily he spoke about endings and new beginnings are a part of life and how we are never alone if we 
have God in our lives. He encouraged us to not only SEE, but to BE the change we need in our world, by starting a 
“revolution of tenderness. 
Many thanks also to all the family, friends and community members who joined us for our Eucharist- everyone is 
always welcome here at St Francis Xavier!  
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As part of the St Alipius Parish 150 Year Celebrations, the Year 6 students from our Parish schools (St Francis Xavier, 
St Alipius, Emmaus) and representatives from Damascus gathered to celebrate Eucharist together at St Alipius 
Church last week. 
 
Many thanks to our fantastic Year Six teachers and children- a fabulous time was had by all.  
We thank everyone at St Alipius school for their kind hospitality and sharing morning tea with us. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Christine Meneely, Religious Education Leader 
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Wellbeing News 
 

Child Safety Standard 4: Families and communities are informed and involved in promoting child safety and 
wellbeing. 
 
As the school year grows nearer to the end and festivities of cultural and holy celebrations begin, day to day 
operating can become a little harder for both adults and children who have difficulties with public environments, 
sensory nervousness or coping with change. 
 
Everyone is getting tired, connections may become strained and demands appear larger. Throw into the mix the end 
of school commitments (not to mention whose turn it is to host Christmas) and no wonder you feel exhausted 
already! 
 
It is helpful to think about how we can reduce the orders of day to day activities to ensure we don’t completely 
deplete our energy. 
 
Work out what is significant to your family and plan your activities around these things - by aiming our attention on 
what’s big, we reduce the unnecessary demands which come with “filler” activities or stuff that doesn’t line up with 
your principles.  
 
The following SchoolTV link contains some information about the podcast Radio Headspace and the episode focus of 
‘Mindfulness as Self-Care’. If you click ‘listen’ you can check in with yourself, by using this short meditation by 
Headspace. By clicking the above link, it will take you to the SchoolTV website where you can listen to the podcast! 
 
Sending cheers your way,  
 
 
 
 
 

Gemma Johnson, Wellbeing Leader 
 

Curriculum News 
 

Assessment & Reporting – Term Four 
 

 
 
 

https://sfxballarat.catholic.schooltv.me/newsletter-external-resource/mindfulness-self-care-radio-headspace
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We are pleased to inform you that your child’s End of Year School Report will be available for download from the 
Parent Access Module (PAM) site on Monday, 16th December. These reports provide a comprehensive overview of 
your child’s achievements throughout Semester Two. 

Each report is carefully prepared by your child’s class teacher, reviewed by a year-level team member, and further 
checked by the Leadership Team to ensure accuracy and clarity. I would like to commend our teachers for their 
dedication, professionalism, and the personalised comments they have included. 

We encourage you to take the time to read the report thoroughly and discuss the feedback with your child. Most 
importantly, take this opportunity to celebrate your child's efforts and successes throughout the 2024 school year. 

Wow what a week with Seesaw! 

        Week of December 1 - December 8 at St Francis Xavier Primary School - Ballarat East 

 
807 

New Student Posts 

 
68 

Comments 

 
 
 

With the end of our year close, all Specialist subject classes will be posting onto Seesaw. 
Please keep an eye out and don't forget to make a comment. We know this is a successful 
way of building Home/ School connections. Thank you in advance. 
 
 
 
Moving Up Day 
Last Tuesday we had a most successful, happy day with our yearly Moving Up day. Most of our Year 6 students 
headed off to their new secondary schools and our children from F-5 met their 2025 teacher/s and peers. We know 
that change can be difficult and we also know that the only thing which is constant is change. Well done children for 
adjusting to this new change!  
 

 
 
 
Enjoy your week, 
 
 
 
 
 

Jane Clark, Deputy Principal/Learning Enhancement 
 
 

https://app.seesaw.me/#/org/org.ce61fc19-9a9c-4300-b558-6764e2cb75dc
https://app.seesaw.me/#/org/org.ce61fc19-9a9c-4300-b558-6764e2cb75dc
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Sport/Physical Education News 
 

Thank you and well done to all of the students, staff, parents, families and friends that played a big part in another 
very successful year of Sport at SFX in 2024. 
 

In 2024, 
- There were 129 individual students that represented SFX in Sport. 
- We were represented in 10 different sports 
- We also had a wonderful Yr 3-6 Athletics Day and F-Yr2 Junior Sports Day 
- Students in Yr 1-6 participated in swimming programs at BALC 
- Yr 6 students welcomed and visited other schools for InterSchool Sport 
- Students in Yr 4-6 participated in Golf Clinics. 
 

A special mention and thank you to the fantastic team of Yr 6 Sports Captains. Your willingness to assist Mr Down 
and myself at any moment, your encouragement of others and your enthusiasm and energy particularly on Junior 
Sport Day was inspiring to all of those involved.  
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2025 SFX SPORTS DATES 

Term 1: 

 Week 4 - Tuesday Feb 18th - SFX Athletics Day @ Llanberris (ALL Year 3, 4, 5 & 6 students) 

 Week 4 - Friday Feb 21st - District Swimming @ (venue TBC) (nominated students from Yr 4, 5 & 6)  

 

Term 2: 

 Week 3 - Wed May 7th - Division AFL @  venue TBC (selected students from Yr 5/6) 

 Week 4 - Mon May 12th - Division Cross Country @ Fed Uni (selected students from Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6)  

 Week 6 - Wednesday May 28th - Division Soccer @ Morshead Park, Redan - venue TBC (selected 

students from Yr 5/6)  

 Week 7 - Friday June 6th - Division Netball @ Selkirk Stadium (selected students from Yr 5/6) 
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Term 3: 

 Week 4 - Friday Aug 15th - Ballarat Catholic Primary Schools Athletics @ Llanberris (selected students 

from Yr 4, 5 & 6) 

 Week 5 - Friday Aug 22nd - Division Basketball @ Selkirk Stadium (selected students from Yr 5/6) 

 Week 8 - Thursday Sep 11th - Division Athletics @ Llanberris (qualifiers from BCPS Aths - Yr 4, 5 & 6) 

 

Term 4: 

 Week 1 - Friday Oct 10th - Regional Athletics @ Llanberris (Qualifiers from Division Aths - Yr 4, 5 & 6) 

 Week 4 - Friday Oct 31st - SFX Junior Sports Day -  (all students in F-2) 

 Week 5 - Wednesday Nov 5th - Eureka Division Cricket (selected students from Yr 5/6) 
 

 
 
Have a great week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:scarroll@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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P&F News 
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Attachments 
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Community News 
 

 
 
 
Power FM’s Junior Miners Holiday Camps are held during each school holidays for children aged 5-14 years old of all 
genders and abilities. 
Improve your skills, develop techniques, enhance your game, meet new friends and ultimately have fun! Our camps 
cater for the beginner who has never picked up a basketball to the most experience 14-year-old in the land! 
 
All participants can expect: 

 Meet your favourite Miners players 
 Expert instructions from professional coaches including Miners player and coaches 
 Develop new basketball skills and training methods 
 Fun and inclusive learning environment 
 Structured session content including great games and prizes at every camp 
 Learn how to be a great team mate and help others succeed 

 
Registrations for the Summer Holidays are now open, with the camp being held on Tuesday Jan 14th, Wednesday Jan 
15th, Wednesday Jan 22nd, Thursday Jan 23rd from 9:00am till 3:00pm at Selkirk Stadium. 
For more information and to register: https://www.ballaratbasketball.com/holiday-camp/ 
  
For further details please contact Zack Cummins via email programs@ballaratbasketball.com or for urgent enquiries 
call reception on (03) 5338 1220 

 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.ballaratbasketball.com/holiday-camp/
mailto:programs@ballaratbasketball.com


 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         16. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

                      
 

 


